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Centre for Distance and Online Education (CDOE)
Sikkim Manipal University

Post Graduate Projects/Dissertation SOP
The project component forms an integral and compulsory part of the CDOE postgraduate programmes, including MBA, MCA, M.Com and M.A. (English, Political Science, Sociology). The same is communicated to all online learners through the Programme Project Report (PPR), the detailed course structure and various academic forums such as Jumpstart sessions and orientation programmes conducted at the commencement of the programme and during project related orientations.
Types of PG Projects/Dissertations
There are two types of PG projects/dissertations accepted by CDOE, SMU. Learners may opt for either mode depending on their preference, circumstances and requirements.
1. Guided Projects/Dissertations: For guided projects/dissertations, the learners must identify and register a suitable project guide to supervise their project work. The proposed project guide must possess a postgraduate qualification in the relevant field of study and have appropriate academic or professional experience. The eligibility and suitability of the proposed guide shall be reviewed and approved by the Project Steering Committee at CDOE, SMU in accordance with the University’s prescribed academic standards.
The approval process is subject to fulfilment of the prescribed academic qualification requirements and standards that are aligned with established academic best practices and international validation benchmarks to ensure global academic comparability. 

The Guided Projects/Dissertations must go through all the following University steps for a successful evaluation:
STEP I. Guide Approval and registration during the 3rd semester.
STEP II. Synopsis Approval and evaluation during the 3rd semester.
STEP III. Project/Dissertation approval and evaluation during the 4th semester.
STEP IV. Viva-voce during the 4th semester.

2. Coursera-based Capstone Projects: The Coursera-based Capstone Project is optional and has been introduced as an alternative academic pathway for postgraduate learners who may find it difficult to independently identify and register a suitable project guide or who wish to complete the project requirement through this mode. Under this mode, learners earn their equivalent project/dissertation credits by successfully completing designated Coursera-based Capstone courses aligned with their programme requirements.

The Coursera Capstone Projects must go through the following University steps for a successful evaluation:
STEP I. Coursera registration during the 3rd Semester (payment basis).
STEP II. Upload course certificates during 3rd and 4th semesters.
STEP III. Project approval and evaluation during the 4th semester.
STEP IV. Viva-voce during the 4th semester.

The Coursera-based Capstone project commences during the 3rd PG semester. CDOE, SMU has facilitated a one year access to a structured Coursera project programme at a concessional institutional rate, which is significantly lower than the standard subscription cost for a one year subscription, thereby making the institutional arrangement significantly more cost effective for learners.
The list of prescribed Coursera based Capstone projects will be made available in the LMS portal from time to time. The learners opting for this pathway must successfully complete all the prescribed Capstone courses relevant for their Programme and upload the earned certificates and certificate links through the LMS prior to appearing for the viva-voce in the 4th semester. 
This pathway demands sustained academic engagement over an extended period. Hence, learners must dedicate sufficient time and effort to successfully complete the prescribed courses. Learners may also utilize the remaining duration of their Coursera subscription to pursue additional courses of their choice beyond the SMU curriculum and earn extra course certificates until the expiry of their Coursera subscription, thereby making full use of the institutional access provided.
Important Note:
· The qualification requirements and eligibility criteria for the proposed project guide will be communicated to learners through the Learning Management System (LMS).
· The list of prescribed Coursera-based Capstone courses will be made available and updated in the LMS once the portal for the respective semester becomes active.
· Learners are advised to regularly check the LMS and official University communication channels for updates, announcements and instructions related to the project/dissertation process.
· Failure to comply with the prescribed timelines, submission requirements or documentation procedures may result in delay in evaluation and postponement of the award of the final degree until the learner successfully fulfils all programme requirements, including completion of the project/dissertation, term end examinations and assignments, as prescribed by the University.
· All submitted projects, dissertations and supporting documents must adhere to the University’s academic integrity, plagiarism policies and evaluation policies as applicable from time to time.
· The timelines, submission procedures, evaluation processes and other related requirements mentioned above are subject to revision or modification by the University from time to time in accordance with institutional policies and applicable regulatory guidelines issued by the University or the UGC.
· The University reserves the right to modify, update or amend the project guidelines, processes and requirements as deemed necessary to maintain academic standards and regulatory compliance.
· In case of any discrepancy or interpretation issues, the decision of the University shall be final and binding.
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